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SILVER CUP, BEATEN, ENGRAVED, AND GILDED

SOUTHERN RUSSIA, KAZAKHSTAN, OR IRAN; C. 1300

H: 7.5; DIAM: 11.4 CM

The Mongols seem to have been especially fond of this type of silver,
and related metalwork has been excavated in the area ruled by the
Golden Horde. The engraved decoration, which consists of vegetal
ornamentation and a pseudo-inscription, could also indicate a link to
the Golden Horde.

This gilded silver cup also has a number of other distinctive features
that link it to the Iranian region, however. It stands on a little foot and
has bosses down the side. As such it represents a type that was also
found in the Iranian area before the Mongol Il-Khanids seized power,
making it difficult to determine precisely where the cup was made.
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