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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF FIRDAWSI’S SHAHNAMA. ‘THE
SLAYING OF SIYAWUSH’

IRAN, SHIRAZ; END OF 16TH CENTURY

LEAF: 44.5 × 28.3 CM

Evil tongues slander good Prince Siyawush at the court of Afrasiyab,
his father-in-law and king of Turan. Finally, the king decides to have
Siyawush murdered, and also has his daughter Farangis whipped to
make her abort the couple’s unborn child. Farangis and her son, Kay
Khusraw, miraculously survive, and in time, he revenges his father’s
dishonorable death.

This both lyrical and horrifying miniature shows the moment at which
Siyawush is slaughtered like an animal, taking care not to spill his
royal blood on the ground. The horses on the right react to the
misdeed, but otherwise all is peaceful in a scene where Chinese clouds
and large cranes hover over Iran’s eternally blue sky.
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