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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF JAMI’S YUSUF WA ZULAYKHA. ‘YUSUF
PULLED FROM THE WELL’

CENTRAL ASIA, BUKHARA; C. 1560

LEAF: 25 × 16 CM

After the founder of the Safavid dynasty, Shah Ismael, killed
Muhammad Shaybani Khan in Herat in 1501, the Shaybanids went
north of the Amu Darya River and remained Sunni Muslim opponents
of Shiite Iran. A local style of painting was evolved in their capital,
Bukhara, that was initially influenced by the Timurid art of Herat.

Nur al-Din Abd al-Rahman Jami (1414-1492) was Iran’s third great
classical author, after Firdawsi and Nizami. Like the famous painter
Bihzad, he worked at the court of the last Timurid sultan, Husayn
Bayqara in Herat. Jami’s most famous work is the anthology Haft
awrang (The Seven Thrones), the fifth part of which is the poem
“Yusuf and Zulayka.”

It is a retelling of the Old Testament’s story of Joseph, whose brothers
throw him into a well, from which he is saved by merchants who sell



him as a slave in Egypt. Joseph, or Yusuf, is also mentioned in the
Koran, which has an entire chapter named after him and where he is
considered a holy man.
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