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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF FIRDAWSI’S SHAHNAMA. ‘THE
IRANIANS SEEK REFUGE ON MOUNT HAMAVAN, WHILE THE
TURANIANS INSPECT THEIR DESERTED CAMP’

IRAN, LAHIJAN; 1494

LEAF: 34.5 × 24.5 CM

When Kay Khusraw, son of the murdered Prince Siyawush, had been
brought back to Iran and succeeded his grandfather Kay Kaus as king
of Iran, he carried out constant campaigns against the Turanians to
avenge his father.

On this miniature, the Turanians, under the good and able general
Piran, have just vanquished part of the Iranian army, forcing the rest to
flee into the mountains.

The beautifully decorated tents in the deserted camp form a sharp
contrast to the slain Iranians, whose bloodstained bodies are depicted
with a grim realism that is not commonly found in Persian miniatures.
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