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WOODEN MIHRAB

EGYPT; 10TH CENTURY

H: 17 CM

The little wooden mihrab has a Kufi inscription in relief on the rim
that includes blessings on the Prophet, his daughter Fatima, and 12
Shiite imams. The text in the central panel refers only to the last of the
12 imams, al-Mahdi, who is said to have been hidden by Allah, but
upon whose return the world will be redeemed.

The deceased must have belonged to the Twelvers, a branch of Shia
Islam, who recognize exactly 12 successors to the Prophet. 

A mihrab of this type was placed in the grave under the head of the
departed. Some of the wooden mihrabs that have survived do,
however, have holes at the top, which might indicate that they were
also hung, perhaps in the home.
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