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HUQQA (WATER PIPE) OF EMERALD-GREEN GLASS DECORATED
WITH GOLD AND YELLOW ENAMEL

NORTHERN INDIA; 1ST HALF OF 18TH CENTURY

H: 20 CM

There is a small group of huqqas made of emerald-green glass with a
related decoration. On some, the motif was painted direct on the green
glass. On others, it was painted “in reserve,” as on this piece, which
means that the gold was largely used as the background for the motifs
– poppies and cypresses along with various leaf borders. A few
details, such as the ribs or little leaves, were executed in gold or
yellow enamel. A special refinement is the use of enamel inside,
behind the flower heads.

The huqqa head, the hose with mouthpiece, and the body that went
into the base were inserted into the sturdy neck with a collar that made
it easy to hold the pipe. The huqqa stood on a ring to provide stability.
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