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PETER HANSEN (1868–1928)
BY THE FOUNTAIN IN CIVITA D’ANTINO, 1920
OIL ON CANVAS

80 X 101 CM

Italy was a favourite destination for Peter Hansen. He first became
acquainted with the country on his honeymoon in early 1899, where
the newlyweds travelled via Florence to Rome. In the following years
he returned repeatedly to Italy with his family for frequent and long
visits together.

In 1920, Peter Hansen made his last trip to Italy, accompanied by his
wife and eldest daughter. They visited Sorrento, Naples, Rome and
Civita d'Antino – a small Italian village in the Abruzzo mountains
where the painter Kristian Zahrtmann formed a Danish artists’ colony
after having discovered the place back in 1883. Here Peter Hansen
found this scene of a young, thirsty man leaning across the edge of the
fountain to soak up the jet of water. Around him are three young
women, each carrying a jar, enjoying a momentary rest in the shade.
The warm lushness of the Italian landscape can be sensed in the
background.
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