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INSCRIPTION FRIEZE, MARBLE, FROM THE NILOMETER

EGYPT, CAIRO; 861-862

H: 23; W: 104.5 CM

The Nilometer is the oldest extent Islamic structure in Egypt, built on
the Nile island of al-Rauda in Cairo in 861. It consists of a shaft that is
connected with the Nile through three channels. In the middle of the
shaft stands a column, and its markings from the bottom up make it
possible to measure the water level, providing information that is of
fundamental importance for people and crops in the Nile river valley.

The Nilometer’s interior is decorated with inscriptions that primarily
consist of passages from the Koran. Similar friezes once embellished
the entrance, since demolished, from which this inscription frieze
probably came.

It was purchased in Cairo in 1824 by F. C. Münter, Bishop of Zealand,
Denmark.
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