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EWER OF BIDRI METAL, INLAID WITH SILVER AND BRASS

INDIA, DECCAN; 2ND HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 30.2; W: 29.4 CM

The ewer, which has lost its lid, is covered with a remarkable, large-
figured decoration of flowering plants. They are surrounded by
smaller versions of the same plants, filling out the surface fairly
evenly despite the ewer’s curved shape.

The ewer was probably originally paired with a basin with the same
decoration, and was used for washing the hands before meals and
prayers. Since a Muslim must have running water to perform his ritual
ablutions before prayer, a servant or member of the family poured
water from this elegant ewer over the believer’s hands, from which it
ran into the basin below.
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