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DISH OF BIDRI METAL, INLAID WITH BRASS

INDIA, DECCAN; 2ND HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

DIAM: 32.2 CM

The bidri technique was developed in the 1st half of the 17th century
in the Deccan. Soon it was used to create magnificent patterns in one
or more shiny metals inlaid in the dark, matte surface. Plant motifs
were a favorite point of departure.

This dish is decorated with a mixture of highly stylized and more
realistic plants. In the center is a peony-like flower, surrounded by
repeats of two types of large, symmetrical, flowering plants. Their
quite complicated structure, with curved flowers and leaves, keeps the
decoration from looking lifeless, despite the repetition.

A love of expressive and dramatic color combinations and
compositions characterized much of the art from the Deccan.
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