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FRITWARE DISH COVERED WITH AN OLIVE-GREEN SLIP AND
PAINTED IN WHITE AND BLUE UNDER A TRANSPARENT GLAZE

IRAN, KERMAN (?); 17TH CENTURY

DIAM: 46 CM

From the 13th century, Chinese celadon ceramics were imported to
Iran, where dishes and bowls with this green glaze enjoyed great
popularity in wealthy circles, among other things because it was
believed that they would change color or even break if they came in
contact with poison.

As early as the 14th century, potters in Iran began to imitate this costly
type of imported ware. In the 17th century, when this monumental
dish was made, it was no longer a question of simple copies. The
green glaze was now combined with Iranian ornamentation, in this
case a spider’s-web fine and exceedingly elegant plant decoration.
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