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INCENSE BURNER, CAST, PUNCHED, AND ENGRAVED BRONZE

SICILY OR SOUTHERN ITALY; END OF 11TH – BEGINNING OF 12TH
CENTURY

H: 35.5 CM

This incense burner in the form of a stylized but well-modeled parrot
or falcon belongs to a small group of bronze sculptures that can be
ascribed with a fairly great degree of probability to Sicily or southern
Italy in around 1100.

The bird is holding on with strong claws to a perch across a sphere
that might have been placed on a tall pedestal. The beautifully shaped
head can be lifted to gain access to the inside of the bird. Three
protrusions once supported a grating, now missing, for charcoal and
the incense whose fragrance was released through 33 drop-shaped
perforations. The bird’s entire body is engraved with feathers, elegant
curved palmettes, and a Kufi inscription.
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