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LAMP HOLDER, CAST BRONZE WITH OPENWORK, ENGRAVED, AND
PUNCHED DECORATION

SPAIN, ANDALUSIA; 10TH CENTURY

H: 50.5 CM

This candlestick – or perhaps lamp holder – is of a type that was only
found in Umayyad Spain. The central, temple-like architectural
section, in particular, brings to mind Byzantine art, which in fact also
exerted a major influence on architecture, mosaics, and other
decorative art in Cordoba under the caliphs. The Arabic word baraka
(blessing) is repeated around the base.

There are a number of fragmentary lamp holders of this type, some of
which feature more a detailed treatment of the architectural elements
and the birds that crown them. The museum’s piece, in contrast, is the
most complete.
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And all that is in between 
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