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ALBERT GOTTSCHALK (1866-1906)
RUINS IN CAMPAGNA, 1904
OIL ON CANVAS

43.7 X56.2 CM

Albert Gottschalk often travelled abroad, but it left very few tangible
traces in the form of paintings. One exception, however, is his trip to
Rome in 1904, which spawned a number of remarkable and highly
original paintings that are now considered highlights within his
relatively short artistic oeuvre.

Gottschalk painted very few works depicting classical Rome. Instead,
he found his subjects in the Roman Campagna, where he would often
paint from the crack of dawn to late evening and in all kinds of
weather, which was hard work — even for a skilled plein air painter. In
a letter to his close friend and confidante, Gertrud Klamke, Gottschalk
described the period in these terms: ‘The Campagna still has a hold on
me — the bracing morning rides out there are certainly worth the
suffering. But as the day wears on, oh, dear — and then a fever in the
evening — and the heart palpitations, and yet I feel I shall have to stay
a little longer anyway.’!

On the Campagna, Gottschalk was particularly fascinated by the ruins
of ancient aqueducts and bridges, sometimes depicting them up close,
at other times at a distance. He never sought to create representative
depictions of the ruins. Instead, he chose curious, often oblique points
of view that made it difficult to identify the individual monuments,



allowing them instead to appear highly simplified as vertical blocks or
rods. In this way he played down the historical significance otherwise
attached to them.?

In Ruins in Campagna, the ruins rise out of a lush landscape with a
low-lying horizon. As in B 299, Gottschalk emphasises a vertical
division of the picture plane, with the ruins acting as central axes
dividing the picture in two. On the right side is an open landscape with
a low horizon line and the sky, its drifting clouds introducing a sense
of movement. To the left is a fence and some slender tree trunks, their
abrupt cropping as striking as the choice of point of view.

The painting was exhibited at the Den Frie Udstilling in 1905
alongside seven other works from Gottschalck’s trip to Italy. It was his
largest total hang at Den Frie during his short life. The fever which he
allegedly contracted during the many trips out to the Campagna
followed him home to Denmark, where his health deteriorated. He
would remain afflicted in last years of his life. He was later diagnosed
with a glandular disorder in the throat, which eventually caused his
death in February 1906.
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