
Inv. no. 35/1986, 1/2001 & 2/2001

THREE CAPITALS, ALABASTER

SYRIA, RAQQA; C. 800

H: 32 CM (35/1986)
H: 25.5 CM (1/2001)
H 24.5 CM (2/2001)

All three capitals are indebted to the classical idiom of Antiquity, but
reflect a further development of classical motifs and a new form of
stylization that was characteristic of the Abbasids.

The capitals come from the area around the Syrian city of
Nikephorion, which was conquered in 639 by Muslim forces and
renamed Raqqa. The city experienced its greatest expansion under the
Abbasid caliph Harun al-Rashid when he made it the capital of the
caliphate between 796 and 808 and built an enormous palace complex.

The cross on the latest capital (2/2001) shows that Islam was not the
only religion that was tolerated in Raqqa, where churches,
monasteries, and a bishopric were found as late as the 12th century.
This capital is an example of the beveled style, where the move away
from classical vegetal ornaments towards an abstract idiom was
complete. It is difficult to determine here what the motif is and what
forms the background. Although the completely new beveled style
was developed under the Muslims in this period, the capital shows that
it could also be used by followers of other religions in the region.
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