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‘THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'’S MYSTICAL ASCENSION TO HEAVEN'.
MINIATURE FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED MANUSCRIPT

IRAN; C. 1580
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Figurative depictions of the Prophet Muhammad are unusual, though
some are found in manuscripts. In such contexts the Prophet
Muhammad is generally shown with a veil covering his face and a
flaming halo around his head. A few examples of depictions of the
Prophet Muhammad without a veil also exist, however. See the
miniature from Nizami’s Khamsa in section 1.

The Prophet Muhammad’s mystical ascension to heaven on the
winged creature Buragq is an important part of the Muslim tradition
that is also mentioned in the Koran. In heaven Muhammad met the
great figures from both the Bible and the Koran: Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David, and Jesus. Only Muhammad, however, was
permitted to come into Allah’s presence.
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