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TWO PLAQUES, STEEL WITH GOLD OVERLAY

IRAN OR IRAQ; END OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 20; W: 12.3 CM

The Koran describes Allah using 99 names, each of them emphasizing
one of His many attributes. Two of them are “The Responder to
Prayer” and “The Hidden One,” shown here in gold-embellished
calligraphy on plaques from a saint’s grave in Iraq.

Elaborate renditions of Allah’s many names are favorite decorative
elements in Islamic art.
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