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BOWL, BLUE-BLACK AND WHITE GLASS, MILLEFIORI TECHNIQUE

IRAQ?; 9TH-10TH CENTURY

H: 3.9; DIAM: 13.8 CM

The millefiori technique, which takes its name from the Italian word
meaning “thousand flowers,” reached a culmination in the Roman
period, but is also known from Sasanian Iran. The technique seems to
have been rediscovered by Islamic glassmakers in the 9th century,
since examples of millefiori glass, including tiles, have been
excavated in the Abbasid capital of Samarra. Islamic glass in this
technique is fairly rare, and all the extant pieces belong to the early
period. Millefiori glass is made by melting together glass threads of
different colors into rods, which in turn are cut into pieces and placed
side by side in a mold to be melted together.
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