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BEAKER, GREENISH, COLORLESS GLASS, WITH ENGRAVED
DECORATION

SYRIA, IRAQ, OR IRAN; 9TH CENTURY

H: 7.5; DIAM: 8.2 CM

The top of the beaker carries an Arabic inscription in Kufi that can be
translated as follows: “In the name of God. The blessings of God to
the owner.” 

In the early Islamic period, glass was engraved with decorations of
varying complexity. Some pieces were covered entirely by
complicated patterns, while others featured a simple engraving to
contrast with larger, undecorated surfaces. Common to them all,
however, was the use of diagonal hatching, which in the quite simple
floral decoration on this beaker changes directions from leaf to leaf. 

The beaker can be dated, since blue glass with related decorations was
found in a stupa (a Buddhist shrine) built in 874 in China’s Shaanxi
Province.
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