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DAGGER (KATAR) WITH GOLD HILT AND SCABBARD, SET WITH
RUBIES, EMERALDS, AND DIAMONDS

INDIA; END OF 18TH CENTURY

L. INCL. SCABBARD: 35.9 CM

The katar, with its powerful, double-edged blade and H-shaped hilt
that protects both hand and wrist, is typical of India. It is often found
on miniature paintings after 1550, and jeweled katars seem to have
been standard equipment for princes far into the 19th century.

This katar comes from Hyderabad in the Deccan, which was allied
with the British against Tipu Sultan from Mysore. The dagger is said
to have belonged to Tipu Sultan himself. The “Tiger from Mysore”
was a formidable opponent of the British until he was killed in the
defense of his capital of Seringapatam in 1799.
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