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MINIATURE PASTED ON CARDBOARD. ‘MAHARAJA AJIT SINGH OF
JODHPUR’

INDIA, MARWAR; MID-18TH CENTURY

MINIATURE: 38 × 52.5 CM

This large miniature is a posthumous portrait of Maharaja Ajit Singh
(1707-1724), his sons, and his court. The Great Mughal Aurangzeb
refused to recognize him as the heir to the throne when he was a child,
but after Aurangzeb’s death in 1707, he became one of Rajasthan’s
mightiest Hindu princes, who at times served as the Mughals’ viceroy
in western India and at others was their adversary.

Here we see him in a palace garden set in a lush park. The formal
water garden, with flowerbeds, canals, and fountains, and the palace
and its pavilions form a slightly awkward framework for the main
scene. The simplified, two-dimensional style, with clear, intense
colors, is typical of much of the painting from Rajasthan.
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