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SQUARE SHAWL, WOOL

INDIA, KASHMIR; BEGINNING OF 19TH CENTURY

H: 161; W: 168 CM

This “moon shawl” is square, like most Kashmir shawls, and was
intended to be worn over the shoulders. The finest of them were made
of pashmina wool from the wild mountain goat, Capra hircus. Making
a shawl was time-consuming teamwork that involved spinners, dyers,
pattern designers, craftsmen responsible for arranging the warp and
weft, weavers, and craftsmen who finished the shawl. A complicated
piece like this one took over a year to weave.

Kashmir shawls became the height of fashion in Europe in around
1800. In the course of the 19th century, copies woven on Jacquard
looms were made in France and England that eventually made it
impossible for workshops in Kashmir to compete with them.
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