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MANGO-SHAPED CONTAINER, ROCK CRYSTAL, INLAID WITH GOLD
AND RUBIES

INDIA, MUGHAL; 17TH CENTURY

H: 6 CM

The princes of the Mughal dynasty had a predilection for semi-
precious stones like jade and rock crystal, and their artists achieved a
very high degree of perfection in carving objects such as dagger hilts,
bowls, and rings from these materials. Grooves cut into the materials
could then be inlaid with gemstones and gold.

We do not know whether this container, which was carved from a
single piece, was intended to hold perfume or perhaps the lime that is
used in chewing betel.

Its stopper is missing, but it might have been made of enameled gold,
like the stopper on a similar container in New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art.
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