
Inv. no. 37/2003

DOCUMENT HOLDER, PAINTED AND LACQUERED PAPIER MÂCHÉ

KASHMIR, INDIA; BEGINNING OF 19TH CENTURY

L: 54; DIAM: 7 CM

This document holder seems to be unique. Its shape is related to that
of similarly lacquered, cylindrical pen cases from the Ottoman
Empire. Unlike the Ottoman pen cases, which are much smaller, this
document holder has a removable cover on each end.

The document holder’s decoration is typical for Kashmir, where
similar patterns are found on e.g. woven shawls. The eight wide bands
hold four patterns with a related tassel-like vegetal ornament, which is
not, however, repeated in a uniform sequence.
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