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FRAGMENT OF A SHAWL, WOOL AND SILK

INDIA, KASHMIR; 2ND HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 19.5; W: 37 CM

“Kashmir shawls” were probably made in northern India from the
15th century, and Akbar valued them highly and encouraged their
manufacture. The earliest preserved shawls only date to the second
half of the 17th century, however.

This fragment is from the end of a long, narrow shawl whose large
center section was solid green. Each flowering bush grows in the earth
and is rendered quite naturalistically, with leaves, stems, and uniform
flowers in various degrees of bloom.

Later, toward 1700, the motif was stylized, and flowers were
frequently placed in vases. In the 18th century, the bouquets were
stylized further into an asymmetrical, drop-shaped ornament – the
buta.
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