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KORAN STAND, GREEN JADE, SET WITH RUBIES

INDIA; C. 1700

H: 23.5; W: 14 CM

This little Koran stand was masterfully executed in precious materials.
It was carved from a single piece of jade that was split into two sheets,
but carved so that the two parts are linked in the axis along which the
stand opens.

The outside of the stand is decorated with the vegetal ornamentation
so typical of Mughal art, with flowers in a latticework at the top and
delicate floral vines at the bottom that are set with rubies.

The legs form the kind of lobed arches that are familiar from the
architecture of the Mughal period, but were also used in other
decorative contexts. The four gold bands around the legs are of a later
date. They hide the fact that two of the legs broke at some point.
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