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LAMPAS-WOVEN TEXTILE, SILK

WESTERN INDIA; 15TH CENTURY

H: 58; W: 48 CM

By around 1400, the familiar motif of medallions with confronted
animals had virtually gone out of fashion in the Islamic world.

The group to which this textile belongs is the last to feature this motif.
The textile was most probably made in one of the Indian sultanates,
and both lions with a paw raised and makaras belong to this part of
the world. The makara is a composite mythical creature that combines
features from a serpent, a crocodile, and an elephant, and is
traditionally associated with the Hindu river goddess, Ganga.

The entire textile group is dominated by warm red and yellow tones, a
combination that is also found on many garments in the miniature
painting of the day.

Because of the climate, very few old textiles have been preserved in
India.
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