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MINIATURE PASTED ON AN ALBUM LEAF. “PORTRAIT OF SAYYID
SHAH KALLIMULLAH HUSAYNI”

INDIA, DECCAN, GOLCONDA; 1670-1680

MINIATURE: 22 × 13.3 CM

Portraiture was one of the genres that became liberated in earnest in
the 17th century from only being an illustration for a text, and it was
during this century that Indian portraiture reached its culmination.

Painting in the Deccan was often more intense in its use of color, more
exotic, and at times more eccentric than Mughal art. This is also true
of the splendid portrait of Sayyid Shah Kallimullah Husayni, a close
friend of Golconda’s last ruler, Abu’l-Hasan, before the country was
conquered by the Great Mughal Aurangzeb in 1687. The chubby,
richly clad Sayyid undeniably looks more like a courtier than a holy
man.
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