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ONE SIDE OF A DOUBLE DOOR MADE OF SEVERAL TYPES OF
WOOD, INLAID WITH BRASS, VARIOUS TYPES OF BONE, AND
WOOD

IRAN; 17TH CENTURY

H: 242.5; W: 74; D: 8.5 CM

Both the front and the back are covered with closely related geometric
patterns. The wooden sections on the front contain fine inlays using
the khatamkari technique, which was probably developed in the 15th-
16th century in the form shown here, and was often used to embellish
Shiite shrines in Iran and Iraq.

Very little has been preserved that dates to earlier than the 19th
century, when the technique enjoyed a renaissance. The perfection of
the geometric patterns, which range here from very small to large, has
traditionally been a metaphor of the infinity of God.
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