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Inv. no. 24/1974

FRITWARE PANEL WITH 45 TILES, PAINTED IN POLYCHROME
GLAZES OVER AN OPAQUE, WHITE GLAZE. CUERDA SECA
TECHNIQUE

IRAN, ISFAHAN; 2ND HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 121.5; L: 220 CM

While Ottoman tile panels almost always confine themselves to the
botanical world — even for large compositions — animals are often
found among the vegetation on Safavid panels. There are also purely
figurative Safavid panels, with courtiers, drinking parties, and hunting
and battle scenes. Although the motifs’ iconographic significances are
often quite vague in Islamic art, animal-combat motifs like those in
the lower corners frequently refer to the royal sphere and are a
legitimization of the right of the strong to rule. A panel like this one
may in fact very well have graced a pavilion or courtyard in one of the
gardens or palaces of the Safavid shahs.
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