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COVER, SILK EMBROIDERY ON COTTON

IRAN, CAUCASUS; 1ST HALF OF 18TH CENTURY

H: 149; W: 135 CM

Caucasus was part of the Persian Empire until the Treaty of Gulistan
was signed in 1813.

18th-century Caucasian embroideries were frequently dominated by a
central polygon, as in this magnificent example. It was accompanied
by stylized vegetal ornamentation, trees, and animals, and in fairly
rare cases human figures. With their ornamentation and rich but
slightly somber palette, they may resemble the Caucasian dragon
carpets that emerged from the local nomadic culture.

Like them, these embroideries differ from the more refined and
internationally oriented court art that was produced in the main cities
of Iran.
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