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MINIATURE FROM A COPY OF JAMI’S YUSUF WA ZULAYKHA

CENTRAL ASIA, BUKHARA; 1095 H = 1683-1684

MINIATURE: 15.8 × 8.3 CM

A style was developed under the Sunni Shaybanids and Janids in
Bukhara in the 16th and 17th century that differed to some extent from
that of Safavid Iran, and in the 17th century, the influence of Mughal
India was tangible.

The tale of Yusuf and Zulaykha is Jami’s much-loved retelling of the
story of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife from the Old Testament and the
Koran. On folio 78 of the manuscript, Muhammad Rafi depicted
handsome Yusuf with his flock of sheep. He undeniably looks more
like a courtier than a shepherd, with his colorful raiment, elegant
Persian turban, and Indian dagger with horse-head hilt thrust into a
bejeweled belt.
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