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DRAWING PASTED ON AN ALBUM LEAF WITH CALLIGRAPHY. ‘TWO
WILD BOARS’

IRAN, HERAT OR TABRIZ; 2ND HALF OF 15TH CENTURY

DRAWING: 6.6 × 10.8 CM

The library of the Topkapi Palace has a pair of albums with drawings,
miniatures, and calligraphy that were probably collected for the
Turkmen sultan Yaqub Aq Qoyunlu (1478-1490). They include a
number of quite unusual drawings and almost monochrome paintings
of demons, wild animals, nomads, and their domesticated animals.
They have been ascribed to an artist called Siyar Qalam (Black Pen),
whose name can be found on several of the works of art.

The museum’s two wild boars appear in a larger drawing in one of the
two albums. It is unknown whether the David Collection’s drawing is
a replica or a contemporary copy, but the quality is on the same high
level as the Sultan Yaqub drawings.
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