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PEN CASE, PAINTED AND LACQUERED PAPIER MÂCHÉ

TURKEY; 1ST HALF OF 18TH CENTURY

L: 22.5; DIAM: 4 CM

Cylindrical pen cases are fairly rare. In contrast to angular boxes, their
form makes it natural for decoration to continue around uninterrupted.

The vegetal decoration on this pen case, with chrysanthemum-like
flowers contoured in gold, can be described as a late and gaudy
version of the “international Timurid style,” which had already
influenced Ottoman decorative art since the beginning of the 16th
century. The pen case’s decoration is thus closely related to several
pieces in lacquer that were all made in the sultans’ workshop in the
Topkapi palace complex in Istanbul and signed by Ali Üsküdari in the
period 1723-1757.
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