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BEAKER, AUBERGINE-COLORED GLASS, WITH MARVERED WHITE
THREAD DECORATION

EGYPT OR SYRIA; 13TH-14TH CENTURY

H: 6.5 CM

The shape of the beaker is characteristic of Ayyubid and Mamluk
glass production and is also known from often more elongated beakers
that were enameled and gilded. The glass’s decoration was created by
marvering threads of white glass into the hot, dark basic mass and
“combing” the glass to create a wavy pattern. Then the glass was
blown and shaped until the desired result was achieved. This
technique had its last Islamic renaissance under the Mamluks, but was
successfully carried on in Europe by glassmakers in Venice.
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