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BRASS LAMP WITH OPENWORK DECORATION, ENGRAVED AND
INLAID WITH SILVER

EGYPT; 14TH CENTURY

H INCLUDING HOOK: 71.5 CM

Together with enameled glass lamps, hexagonal lanterns of this type
were common in the western Islamic sphere in the 14th and 15th
century. Seven circular holes were made in the base for little glass
containers, each of them a little oil lamp.

The lantern was made up of parts from different lamps at an early
date. The door with the characteristic Mamluk coat of arms – with a
sword, a cup, two polo sticks, and a crescent moon – is of slightly
poorer quality than the rest.

The dome is inscribed with the name of the Mamluk sultan Nasir al-
Din Muhammad ibn Qalawun, who ruled three times between 1293-4
and 1341.
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