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FRITWARE TABLE, MOLDED AND COVERED WITH AN OPAQUE,
TURQUOISE GLAZE

SYRIA, RAQQA; 13TH CENTURY

H: 32 CM

Furniture is not common within the Islamic cultural sphere, but a few
tables of wood and metal and a number of ceramic tables have been
preserved from the Middle Ages. They are often hexagonal and
supported a metal tray on which food and drink were served to people
seated around it on a rug. Tables of this design were standard fixtures
in European smoking rooms in the 19th century.

These tables were often architecturally conceived, and all the sides are
identical. The potter consequently needed only one mold, and when
dry, the sides were bonded together and covered with a top before they
were fired. The inscription over the little arched “windows” reads al-
saada (“happiness”).
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