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FRITWARE DISH, WITH CARVED DECORATION AND PAINTED IN
BLUE, TURQUOISE, AND MANGANESE UNDER A TRANSPARENT
GLAZE. LAQABI TYPE

SYRIA, RAQQA?; 2ND HALF OF 12TH CENTURY

H: 7.5; DIAM: 27.3 CM

Laqabi ware can be considered a forerunner of true underglaze
painting. The incised decoration not only highlights the motif, but also
to some extent separates the glazes of different colors – at least on a
horizontal surface. The type might have been made in both Syria and
Iran, but the form of this bowl, with the flat rim, clearly denotes a
Syrian origin.

Heraldic animals and mythical creatures are often found on
contemporary Zangid, Ayyubid, and Artuqid coins and in art, and
motifs of this kind were also popular in the Christian crusader states in
Palestine.
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