
Inv. no. 27/1967

FRITWARE TILE, PAINTED IN POLYCHROME GLAZES AND GOLD
LEAF. CUERDA SECA TECHNIQUE

IRAN; C. 1440

DIAM: 35 CM

Twelve-pointed stars like this one decorated the Ghiyathiyya madrasa
in Khargird, in northeastern Iran, finished in around 1442.

The tile was made using the cuerda seca technique. The design was
first drawn with a greasy substance that prevented the glazes from
melting together. After firing, the design resembles a “dry cord,” as
the Spanish designation indicates, and it was probably in Andalusia or
North Africa that the technique was in fact developed in the course of
the 11th century. The method did not appear in the eastern Islamic
region until the 15th century.
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