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MINIATURE MOUNTED ON CARDBOARD. ‘A COMPANY OF
ENGLISHMEN’

INDIA, PATNA; C. 1830

THE LEAF: 23.5 X 28.3 CM

This painting is based on a work made by the English civil servant and
amateur artist Charles D’Oyly (1781–1845), who worked for the East
India Company in Patna between 1821 and 1833. 

D’Oyly drew and painted landscapes and architecture, but also scenes
of local life, and in the satirical series Tom Raw, the Griffin, printed as
aquatints in London in 1828, he portrays the British in India and their
local servants with humour and sarcastic bite. In Patna, he founded an
art society known by the locals as The Bihar School of Athens, and he
had connections to local artists whom he introduced to European
styles and techniques.1.

This miniature depicting the young, clumsy Tom Raw overturning a
huqqa during a dinner party is made by an Indian artist. He has, in
slightly subdued form, reproduced the drama from D’Oyly’s original
Tom Raw between Smoke & Fire while at the same time giving his
copy bolder, stronger colours. And while the emphasis in D’Oyly’s
aquatint is clearly on the English figures, the portrayal of Indians and
Europeans is more even-handed in the miniature. While smoke from



the toppled hookah seen in the original is omitted, overall this scene
has more details. The greater richness of detail and the fact that the
miniature is reversed compared to the published aquatints suggest that
the artist has worked from D’Oyly’s now-missing original.

While the identity of the Indian artist is unknown, we do know of
another surviving work from his hand based on D’Oyly’s series.2

From Charles D’Oyly, Tom Raw, the Griffin, 1828

1 Regarding D’Oyly’s work and impact on contemporary Indian art, see e.g.
Mildred Archer: Company Paintings. Indian Paintings of the British Period,
Victoria and Albert Museum, London 1992, pp. 84–85.

2 Sotheby’s, London, 7/10 – 2015, lot 293.
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