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TWO SAMITUM-WOVEN TEXTILE FRAGMENTS, SILK AND SILVERED
PAPER LAMELLA

EAST ISLAMIC WORLD OR CHINA; 13TH CENTURY

H: C. 100.5; W: 43.5 CM

This piece was woven in a different way than the museum’s other
lampas-woven textiles from the Mongol period and is far more
colorful. With its stylized, calligraphic frieze, in which the upstrokes
of the letters end in animal heads, its lively lions and griffins rooted in
the Sasanian and Byzantine tradition, and its sumptuous, lotus-like
imaginary flowers on wildly contorted arabesque vines, the textile
combines features from the culture of both East and West.

The use of paper for the silver thread points in the direction of China,
while the iconography is Western. With our present knowledge, it is
impossible to localize the textile more precisely than we have.
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