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JULIUS PAULSEN (1860-1940)
SEASCAPE, 1910&NBSP;
OIL ON CANVAS

60 X 73.5 CM

Julius Paulsen was among the leading Danish portrait painters of his
time, and he received several commissions for official portraits. In
1906 he was selected by friend and fellow artist Peder Severin Kroyer
(1851-1909) to paint the latter’s portrait, which was to enter the
collection at the Museum of National History at Frederiksborg Castle.
The task was a great honour for Paulsen who embarked on it in 1907.
Approximately two years later, the picture of Kroyer, depicted
brandishing his brush and palette on the beach at Skagen, was
finished. The following year, Paulsen put the finishing touches to
Seascape, which is believed to be an offshoot from the portrait of
Kroyer.'

Paulsen has created a unique, evocative depiction of the sky and sea
meeting, captured as the sun is beginning to set. Unusually, the sun
itself cannot be seen, as it is located above the picture frame.
Nevertheless, it sets the mood for the entire painting — especially right
where its light meets the surface of the sea, creating a white, dazzling
glare. Paulsen’s technique for achieving this effect is notable. He has
used thick layers of paint where light meets the sea, creating a sense of
depth in the picture. By contrast, Paulsen depicted the blue-violet sky
and the narrow beach by means of thin washes of colour, applied with



rapid, almost entirely blurred brushstrokes, letting the viewer sense the
colour and structure of the canvas. This technique is characteristic of
those few works among Paulsen’s oeuvre in which the influence of
Impressionism is most evident.?

Paulsen did not share the same close ties to his native island of Funen
as his fellow painters from Funen, Peter Hansen and Fritz Syberg, who
were almost the same age. He did, however, have a close relationship
with several of the Skagen painters, especially in his formative years
in the 1880s when he met them in Copenhagen and on trips around
Europe, where Impressionism aroused his particular interest. Paulsen
made his first visit to Skagen in 1900. Some years later, in 1907, Peder
Severin Kregyer painted a portrait of Paulsen for the portrait frieze in
Brendum’s dining room (now part of Skagens Museum).?
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