
Inv. no. B 314

VILHELM HAMMERSHØI (1864–1916)
EVENING IN THE DRAWING ROOM. TWO WOMEN AT A ROUND
TABLE, 1891
LEAD AND CHALK ON PAPER

55.5 X 43.5 CM

This drawing is one of the few works in Vilhelm Hammershøi’s
oeuvre that depicts, in one and the same image, two of the women
closest to him: his mother, Frederikke Hammershøi (1838–1914) and
his wife, Ida Hammershøi (1869–1949). The latter is a familiar figure
in Hammershøi’s work as she eventually became his favourite model.
The drawing was done in the year the couple married.

However, the women are not the main focus in Hammershøi’s work,
meaning that this is not a portrait or a family picture in the usual
sense. Rather, it is an arrangement of two women, each entirely caught
up in their respective activities even though we cannot exactly see
what those activities are. What is more, all elements and layers of
meaning that might potentially describe the relationship between the
two women or place them in a social context have been peeled away.
This pared-back approach is an essential trait of Hammershøi’s art: he



consistently omitted all narrative elements in his works, which is why
they are at one and the same time so difficult and so easy to decipher.

The drawing shows to Hammershøi’s remarkable talent. He was a very
skilled draughtsman, partly because he received regular and
professional drawing lessons from the tender age of eight. The lessons
made him well prepared for his training at the Royal Danish Academy
of Fine Arts in Copenhagen from 1879 to 1884, as well as at the newly
established art school The Artist’s Independent Study Schools in the
years 1883 to 1885. In addition, the drawing also emphasises
Hammershøi’s mastery of nuance and his keen understanding of the
balance between light and dark areas. The use of chiaroscuro is very
conspicuous in this work. The same holds true for the way he uses the
light to create a distinctive atmosphere in the room, with the two
almost contourless women blending into the setting.

Evening in the Drawing Room. Two Women at a Round Table is
presumably a preliminary study for the oil painting Evening in the
Drawing Room. The Artist’s Mother and Wife.1

1 Vilhelm Hammershøi, Evening in the Drawing Room. The Artist’s Mother and
Wife, 1891, SMK, inv.no. KMS1808.
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