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ALBERT GOTTSCHALK (1866-1906)
FROM SCT. JØRGENSBJERG NEAR ROSKILDE. GREY WINTER’S
DAY, 1894
OIL ON CANVAS

41.5 X 63 CM

Being a keen plein air painter, Albert Gottschalk was fond of
travelling around Denmark to explore the countryside with his own
eyes. His way of working was described in the following terms by his
friend and fellow artist Johan Rohde: ‘He sought out his subject
matter with great care; roaming his hunting grounds for miles with his
long strides, scouting with wide-open eyes and craning neck for those
nooks and crannies he so loved on the outskirts of the big city or in the
old streets and alleys of the small Danish market towns’.1

In the winter of 1894, Gottschalk visited Roskilde. Here he created
this painting, whose muted winter scene with houses along a muddy
road is typical of Gottschalk, who at this time worked mainly with
naturalistic motifs rich in atmosphere. He preferred to depict
landscapes devoid of people, often painted in overcast conditions and
with a road progressing from the foreground of the picture into the
pictorial space as in this painting.

The dynamic composition is particularly striking. In the foreground
and middle ground are some slender trees, their bare, dark branches
constituting restless elements in the snowy landscape against the hazy
sky. The houses are positioned so that they move into the pictorial
space. So does the road, its oblique, winding movement completing
the composition, which may at first glance seem almost colourless.
However, closer inspection reveals that the pared-back palette is
interspersed with brushstrokes in strong colours – ochre, yellow, green



and light blue.

1 Quote from Johan Rohde’s eulogy for Albert Gottschalk, Den Frie Udstilling
1906. See Troels Andersen: Albert Gottschalk, Sophienholm, Kgs. Lyngby, Viborg
1988, p. 26.
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