
Inv. no. 5/2019

PORCELAIN CARPET WEIGHT, PAINTED DARK BLUE UNDER A
TRANSPARENT GLAZE AND COVERED WITH FAMILLE VERTE
ENAMELS IN BLACK, GREEN, RED, YELLOW, AND BLUE AS WELL
AS WITH GILDING&NBSP;

CHINA; AROUND 1700

H: 14.2; W (BASE): 12.4; DIAM (DOME): 8.4 CM&NBSP;

Carpet weights, mir-i-farsh (master of the carpet), are a largely Indian
phenomenon known especially from the Deccan and Mughal courts in
the 17th-19th centuries. They are most often found in sets of four and
were intended to hold light textiles in place for outdoor use.

This porcelain carpet weight was made in China specially for export to
India. Its transparent glaze with famille verte enamels indicates that
the carpet weight dates to the Kangxi period (1662-1722).

The shape of the carpet weight was inspired by the domed buildings
known from the Indian-Islamic architecture of the period. 

The David Collection moreover owns three Indian carpet weights



from the 17th and 18th centuries whose shape is related to that of this
porcelain carpet weight. The three are made of glass, basalt, and
marble (12/2012.)
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