
Inv. no. Isl 95

FRITWARE DISH, PAINTED IN LUSTRE OVER AN OPAQUE, WHITE
GLAZE

IRAN, KASHAN; 667 H = 1268

H: 6.5; DIAM: 29.5 CM

The devastation wreaked by the Mongols was not able to stifle the
creation of art in the Middle East for very long, and this dish, dated
1268, shows that the highly specialized potteries in Kashan quickly
resumed production.

The Far Eastern influence that the Mongols brought with them is
found in the shape of the dish, which copies Chinese celadon
porcelain, and in some of the flowers. The complicated geometric
decoration, in contrast, is purely Islamic. Using a six-petaled flower as
a starting point, the dish was filled out with an intricate interlacing
based on an octagon. It consists of eight white bands that change
direction eight times and alternately run over and under one another.
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