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EWER, CAST AND ENGRAVED BRONZE

SPAIN, ANDALUSIA; LATE 10TH-EARLY 11TH CENTURY

H: 22 CM

This ewer from al-Andalus, made at around the time of the fall of the
Umayyad Caliphate, has a more elegant form than most contemporary
ewers from the Islamic world.

The inscription al-mulk l-Illah (royal power is God’s) is often found in
the art of the period in Spain. So are the palmette bands and the
engraved lion in an embossed medallion. Three Spanish ewers of this
type have been published; one of them is missing its spout and the
second has a lion’s head.

The museum’s is the only one that allows the beholder to enjoy the
interplay between the handle’s tail-like palmette and the spout’s
slightly aggressive cock or peacock head. The ewer was found in the
sea, which explains its pitted surface.
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