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L.A. RING (1854–1933)
FENCED-IN PASTURES BY A FARM WITH A STORK’S NEST ON THE
ROOF, SKÆRBÆK, 1903
OIL ON CANVAS

57.5 X 94.5 CM

In the spring of 1903, L.A. Ring set out for Skærbæk in Southern
Jutland, where he stayed for three weeks. The purpose of the trip was
to fulfil a commission: a painting intended as a silver wedding present
for the Copenhagen ophthalmologist and professor, Jannik P. Bjerrum,
who was born in Skærbæk. Ring depicted Bjerrum’s childhood home
in overcast weather, but he also painted other motifs from the area 
during his stay, including Fenced-in Pastures by a Farm with a Stork's
Nest on the Roof, Skærbæk.

A warm atmosphere pervades this painting with its green meadows,
the thatched farmhouse with a stork’s nest on the roof and the pale
blue sky with drifting white clouds. As is often the case with Ring, his
motif can be interpreted in different ways depending on the eyes that
see. In part, the image is an objective, realistic rendering of a rural
idyll, based on thorough observations and an excellent sense of detail.
But it is also a picture full of pronounced symbolism, where the worn,
white gate with the missing rails and the sequence of old fence posts
in the foreground play a significant role as evocative elements in the
otherwise carefully balanced composition.

The light-filled image differs markedly from Ring’s early grey-toned,
socially and politically committed works which often focused on
working people and the living conditions of the rural population.
Several have suggested that one reason may be that by this time Ring
had found inner peace in spite of his otherwise restless nature, having
married Sigrid Kähler in 1896.1



C. L. David acquired the painting in 1925. In the following decades
the collection of Danish art grew gradually, but the present painting
remained the only one by L.A. Ring in The David Collection.

1 As has been pointed out by e.g. Henrik Wivel in L.A. Ring. Det glasklare hjerte.
En biografi om L.A. Ring, Copenhagen 2020, pp. 149–154.
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