
Inv. no. Isl 57

COCK, CAST, MODELED AND CARVED FRITWARE, PAINTED IN
BLUE, TURQUOISE, AND MANGANESE UNDER A TRANSPARENT
GLAZE

SYRIA, RAQQA; 2ND HALF OF 12TH CENTURY

H: 38.5 CM

It was difficult to make and fire large ceramic figures like this one and
the sphinx (Isl 56) with the technology of the day. They easily
crackled or simply collapsed. The manganese, turquoise, and blue
glazes and carved decoration are typical of laqabi ware, but while the
glazes on a horizontal surface are kept in place by the carved
decoration, this is not the case on an upright object like this one.

Although both animals must be considered mythical creatures, the
artist managed to depict the watchful and aggressive cock with all of
this animal’s natural characteristics.
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