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FOUNTAIN, CAST AND ENGRAVED BRONZE
INDIA, DECCAN; 1ST HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

H: 45; DIAM: 91 CM

Most Islamic gardens — including those in India — are very formal,
with geometrically organized beds, paths, and irrigation channels.
Fountains might stand in strategic places. The fountains that have been
preserved are often made of marble, but there must have been many
made of bronze, like this one, that were melted down later for other
purposes.

The fountain’s elegant form, which looks mostly like a stylized, open
lotus with everted, pointed petals, is found in various forms in
architecture and decorative art from the Deccan. The demon-like head
that spewed water into the fountain is of Hindu origin, like many other
creatures found in Indo-Islamic art.
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